[Toxicity of high-dose bleomycin administered by continuous infusion].
Fifteen patients with nonseminomatous testicular cancer underwent multidrug treatment which included cis platinum, Velban and bleomycin. The latter drug was administered in monthly 5 day courses of 100 mg/m2. No impairment of antitumor effect resulted since 12 of 15 patients had remissions (10 complete and 2 partial). Pulmonary toxicity was practically abolished: a median dose of 675 mg per patient (range 450 to 1050) was followed by normal lung X-ray and normal or near normal functional parameters after completing treatment. Median arterial oxygen pressure was 78 mm Hg (range 62 to 89), and median Tiffeneau index was 84 (range 64 to 87). Only 2 of 15 patients had skin marks from bleomycin toxicity at the end of treatment, so that cutaneous toxicity was also very low. Oral mucosa reversible damage was prominent in 2 patients. On the contrary, alopecia was a common finding.